Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 185968 
ORIGIN AF-10 


Message Text 


INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 NEA-10 ISO-OO H-02 SIG-03 /038 R 


DRAFTED BY AF/P:FDCOOK 
APPROVED BY AF-WCHARROP 
H:GLANPHER(SUBS) 

032622 222004Z/66 

O R 221945Z JUL 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY RABAT 

INFO ALL AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS 


UNCLAS STATE 185968 


FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE FROM AF/P COOK 


E.O. 11652: N/A 


TAGS: AF, RH 
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WASHINGTON POST, JULY 22, CARRIED FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY JIM 
HOAGLAND, ENTITLED "EFFORT LAUNCHED TO BLOCK RHODESIA 
EMBARGO MOVE". 


BEGIN TEXT. SUDDENLY ALARMED THAT THE SENATE MAY VOTE NEXT 
WEEK TO LIFT THE AMERICAN TRADE EMBARGO AGAINST RHODESIA, 
THE WHITE HOUSE AND SENATE LIBERALS HAVE LAUNCHED AN 
INTENSIVE LAST-MINUTE EFFORT TO BLOCK THE MOVE. 


FEEDING THE NEW CONCERN ARE REPORTS THAT CONSERVATIVE 
SENATORS MAY TRADE OFF THEIR VOTES ON ANOTHER KEY FOREIGN 
POLICY TEST NEXT WEEK, THE PROPOSED LIFTING OF THE ARMS 
EMBARGO AGAINST TURKEY, IN RETURN FOR VOTES FOR RESUMING 
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TRADE WITH RHODESIA. 


ADMINISTRATION STRATEGISTS ARE ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
IMPACT OF A CONTINUING VISIT TO WASHINGTON BY BISHOP ABEL 
MUZOREWA, A LEADING AFRICAN NATIONALIST. MUZOREWA IS 
SCHEDULED TO MEET HENRY A. KISSINGER, THE FORMER SECRETARY 
OF STATE, TUESDAY IN AN EFFORT TO GET KISSINGER'S ENDORSE- 
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MENT FOR THE AGREEMENT THAT BROUGHT MUZOREWA AND TWO OTHER 
AFRICAN LEADERS INTO A RULING COUNCIL WITH RHODESIAN PRIME 
MINISTER IAN SMITH. 

THE BATTLE IS OVER AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY SEN. 

JESSE A. HELMS (R-N.C.) TO THE FOREIGN SECURITY ASSISTANCE - 
BILL, WHICH WILL ALSO CARRY AN AMENDMENT SEEKING THE RE- 
PEAL OF THE ARMS EMBARGO IMPOSED AGAINST TURKEY BECAUSE 
OF THE 1974 CYPRUS INVASION. STAFFAIDES SAY HELMS IS NOT 
YET COMMITTED ON THE TURKEY ISSUE, BUT HE IS REPORTED TO 
BE READY TO VOTE AGAINST LIFTING THE EMBARGO IN RETURN FOR 
SUPPORT FOR HIS AMENDMENT ON RHODESIA. 

THE EFFECT OF THAT AMENDMENT WOULD BE TO END AMERICAN 
OBSERVANCE OF U.N.-IMPOSED TRADE SANCTIONS AGAINST THE 
REBEL BRITISH COLONY FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR. A SLIGHTLY 
DIFFERENT HELMS AMENDMENT. LIFTING SANCTIONS FOR 15 MONTHS, 
PICKED UP 42 VOTES IN THE SENATE LAST MONTH IN A LOSING 
EFFORT. AND ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS CONCEDE THAT THE NORTH 
CAROLINA REPUBLICAN HAS PICKED UP MORE VOTES SINCE THEN. 

WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY JODY POWELL READ A STATE- 
MENT TO REPORTERS YESTERDAY ANNOUNCING PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
CONCERN ABOUT THE IMPENDING VOTE. OBSERVING U.N. SANCTIONS 
HAS ENABLED THE UNITED STATES TO MAKE "SIGNIFICANT 
ADVANCES" IN DEALING WITH AFRICA THAT WOULD BE OVERTURNED 
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IF THE HELMS AMENDMENT WERE PASSED, HE SAID. 

PASSAGE "WOULD ERODE WHAT CHANCES THERE ARE-FOR A 
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT, PROMOTE CHAOS AND INCREASED BLOODSHED 
AND PAVETHE WAY FOR INCREASED INVOLVEMENT BY THE SOVIET 
UNION AND CUBA," POWELL SAID. 

THAT MESSAGE WAS ALSO REPEATEDLY STRESSED DURING A 
TWO-HOUR PRESENTATION AT THE WHITE HOUSE THURSDAY AT WHICH 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL AND STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS 
BRIEFED 100 SENATE STAFFERS, WARNING THAT IMMENSE DAMAGE 
WOULD BE DONE TO AMERICAN PRESTIGE AND CREDIBILITY IN THE 
THIRD WORLD IF THE HELMS AMENDMENT PASSES. 

THE TONE OF THE BRIEFING WAS UNCOMPROMISING, ACCORDING 
TO SENATE STAFFERS PRESENT, BUT OTHER SENATE SOURCES 
SUGGESTED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION MAY LEAN TO A COMPROMISE 
AMENDMENT IF THE HEAD COUNT APPEARS TO BE AS CLOSE WHEN 
THE VOTE COMES, PROBABLY TUESDAY, AS IT DOES NOW. 

ONE POSSIBILITY WILL BE A SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT TO BE 
OFFERED BY SENS. CLIFFORD P. CASE (R-N.J.) AND JACOB K. 
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JAVITS (R-N.Y.), WHO PROPOSE TO DELAY THE LIFTING OF THE 
EMBARGO UNTIL "FREE AND FAIR" ELECTIONS PRODUCE A 

GOVERNMENT ABLE TO SHOW THAT IT WILL NEGOTIATE AT A 
CONFERENCE WITH ALL PARTIES. 

THE ADMINISTRATION CONTINUES TO SUPPORT A SETTLEMENT 
THAT WOULD BRING TOGETHER THE SMITH-MUZOREWA GOVERNMENT 
AND THE GUERRILLA FORCES OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT, NOW 
FIGHTING A RAPIDLY ESCALATING WAR AGAINST THE SALISBURY 
GOVERNMENT. 

CONCERN ALSO APPEARED TO BE RISING SHARPLY IN THE 
AMERICAN BLACK COMMUNITY THAT THE HELMS AMENDMENT MAY 
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PASS. TRANS-AFRICA, A RECENTLY FORMED LOBBYING ORGANIZA- 
TION, CIRCULATED AN APPEAL BY MORE THAN 30 PROMINENT BLACK 
LEADERS, INCLUDING LOS ANGELES MAYOR TOM BRADLEY AND MAYOR 
RICHARD HATCHER OF GARY, IND. ASKING THE SENATE TO REJECT 
THE AMENDMENT. VANCE 
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